
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the October 10th Council Meeting 

DATE:  October 8, 2019  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the October 10th Council agenda.  

9.a.1 Resolution No. 2019-42 confirming continuing membership in the Miami Valley Risk 

Management Association (MVRMA) and accepting the year 2020 pool contribution  

MVRMA is a member-driven risk management pool whose mission is to deliver high quality risk 
management services to its member municipalities.  MVRMA addresses its members' risk 
management and risk financing needs by providing a combination of self-insurance and 
commercial insurance/reinsurance for members' property and casualty exposures. The City has 
been a member of MVRMA since 1992. 

This resolution seeks ongoing approval for participation and outlines the 2020 pool contribution 
to MVRMA of an amount not to exceed $280,000 for the City’s coverage.  The City’s portion of 
coverage will represent approximately 6.2% of all pool costs in 2020.   

The City's annual contribution is composed of its share of the pool's operating expenses, as 
well as payment relating to its "share" of expected losses for the upcoming year.  The total 
amount of the expected Loss Fund as determined by MVRMA’s actuary for 2020 for all 20 
members is $2,300,000 and as losses, claims, and reserves are addressed over the next 
several years, those costs will be charged against that particular “2020” fund.  If the entirety of 
the Loss Fund is not needed, any balances are refunded or credited to a member in proportion 
to their percentage of contribution. Should total losses exceed that amount, the Shock Loss 
fund would absorb the overage.   

Blue Ash's affiliation with the Miami Valley Risk Management Association has been a positive 
one. Staff is very satisfied with the administration and structure of the program.  MVRMA is 
audited and examined by the Ohio Department of Insurance on an annual basis and prepares a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report each year as well.  No city has ever left the 
Association and the group seems very content with the level of service provided by the pool. 

Additionally, MVRMA offers a discount to members whose police and fire departments wish to 
take advantage of a top-notched policy manual and training service called “Lexipol”. The City’s  
Police and Fire departments both participate in the Lexipol program, which has proven helpful in 
keeping our policy and procedure manuals up-to-date.  MVRMA also provides in-person and 
web-based training opportunities to City staff. 

Please direct questions concerning this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director.  

9.a.2. Resolution No. 2019-43 accepting property tax rates for 2020 

The Tax Budget for 2020, which was adopted by Council in July, was submitted to the Hamilton 
County Budget Commission for its review.  This resolution seeks Council’s acceptance of the 
amounts and rates of taxation that were included within the Tax Budget and certified by the 
County Budget Commission.  In accordance with the Blue Ash Charter, the inside millage as 
expressed in this resolution remains at 3.08 mills. 
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Based upon the County’s estimated December 31, 2019 total assessed valuation for Blue Ash, 
the City’s 2020 property tax revenue should be approximately $2,367,000.   

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer. 

9.a.3. Resolution No. 2019-44 budget amendment 

Budget Amendments that will Increase and/or (Decrease) the 2019 Budget 
  

- Estimated construction cost for the Ensemble economic development incentive was 
included in the 2019 Budget. The related Central System bids were opened last week 
and it was determined that all of the bids were slightly (5%) above the engineer’s 
estimates.   Therefore, it will be necessary to transfer an additional $100,000 to fully 
encumber the project given Council’s approval of Resolution No. 2019-45 - Reed 
Harman Highway Central System bid. A significant portion of these costs will be 
recovered through a State economic development reimbursement grant. 
 

Please direct any question regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or Public Works Director. 

 

9.b.1.  Resolution No. 2019-45 authorizing bid award for Reed Hartman Highway Central 

System project 

Bids for the 2019 Reed Hartman Highway Central System Project were advertised in the 
September 4, 2019 Northeast Suburban Life.  Three bids were received and publicly opened 
and read aloud on Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  Administration is recommending Council 
authorize an award to the low bidder Bansal Construction Inc. for unit prices as shown on the 
bid summary.   
 
The Reed Hartman Highway Central System Project entails installing fiber optic interconnect 
along Reed Hartman Highway from Glendale-Milford Road to I-275.  The fiber optic equipment 
will be installed in traffic signal controller cabinets. The Reed Hartman highway closed loop 
system will be converted to a centrally controlled Centracs system and central software will be 
installed on the City’s virtualized servers. CCTV cameras will also be installed at 3 of the 
intersections.   
 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

 

9.b.2. Resolution No. 2019-46 awarding bid for Blue Ash Service Garage Door Project 

Bids for the Blue Ash Service Garage Door Repair Project were advertised in the September 4, 
2019 Northeast Suburban Life-Press.  Two bids were received and publicly opened and read 
aloud on Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  Administration is recommending Council authorize an 
award to John P Tumlin & Sons Ltd. for unit prices as shown on the bid summary.   

The purpose of this project is to make necessary repairs to the surrounding structure that 
supports the damaged service garage door and building envelope system. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

9.c.1. Motion setting a public hearing for November 14, 2019 at 7:00PM regarding a 

conditional use permit for an outdoor storage area at 10080 Alliance Drive 

OmniCable, a company that sells cable used for communications and construction, is planning 
to lease the property at 10080 Alliance Drive as a local office and cable storage facility.  The 
company is seeking a Conditional Use Permit to allow an area behind the building to be fenced 
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and used as outdoor storage primarily for wooden pallets and reels.  Planning Commission 
reviewed the application and recommended approval with conditions at its October 3, 2019 
meeting. 

A public hearing with legal notice is required prior to a City Council vote on a resolution to issue 
a Conditional Use Permit. 

Please direct questions about this application or the Conditional Use Permit process to the 
Community Development Director. 

 

9.c.2 Motion setting a public hearing for December 12, 2019 at 7:00PM regarding an 

amendment to Ordinance 2016-48 to modify the Summit Park Land Development planned 

unit development 

This Ordinance will rezone two existing properties (Randolph Company and Wittrock) to be 
included as part of the larger PUD zone originally created as part of the Neighborhoods of 
Summit Park (Neyer Development).  The rezoning and development plan amendment will 
confirm the existence of these two light industrial operations as allowable uses.  Currently, they 
are allowable non-conforming uses due to a significant zoning text amendment initiated by 
Council in 2017.  Planning Commission reviewed the application and recommended approval at 
its October 3, 2019 meeting. 

A public hearing with legal notice is required prior to a City Council vote. 

Please direct questions regarding this item to the Community Development Director. 

9.c.3 Resolution No. 2019-47 approving final subdivision plat for Daventry phase 3 

At its October 3, 2019 meeting, Planning Commission recommended approval of a Final Plat 
for Section 3 of the Daventry at Summit Park subdivision, which totals about 12 acres and 
includes 36 lots, common areas, private roads and alleys, and public rights-of-way.  The Final 
Plat substantially conforms to the approved Preliminary Plan.  This final plat will complete the 
Daventry subdivision. 

Approval of a Final Plat does result in dedication of new public rights-of-way.  It does not result 
in the City accepting maintenance responsibility for the improvements within those new rights-
of-way.  The City accepts maintenance only after 80 percent of the lots within the subdivision 
have been developed and the streets are more than one year old. 

Approval of a Final Plat does not require a public hearing. 

Please direct questions about this Resolution to the Community Development Director. 

9.d.1 Resolution No. 2019-48 adopting the National Incident Management System 

Resolution 2019-48 adopts the designation of the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS) as the basis for all incident management in the City of Blue Ash. NIMS provides a 
consistent nationwide approach for Federal, State, and local governments to work together 
more effectively and efficiently to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from domestic 
incidents, regardless of cause, size or complexity. Continued receipt of Homeland Security 
funds is contingent upon the adoption and implementation of NIMS. The City has developed a 
new Emergency Operations Plan, with an emphasis on NIMS. 
 
Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Fire Chief. 

 


